and since fts launch in 2003,
has collected
more than 50,000 stories.
lnm.SIa)Oupsbegm
the Memory Loss

to support and enoounae
people with memory loss to
share their stores. Health
First Aging Institute, in con-
junction with National Pub-
lic Radio and the American
Folklife Center at the Library
of Congress, recently hosted

ries.

Charley and Parricia Jor-
gensen of Cocoa participat-
ed in the project at Leeza’s
Place in Melbourne.

Mrs, Jorgensen, 73, is suf-
fering from the early stages
of Alzheimer's disease.

“(Alzhcimer’s  disease)
does not run in my family.”

mmwmmmmmmmm
. gensen pose in their living room.

Mis. Jorgensen said. “1 have
noldeuwhylhmil Just
unlucky.”

Mrs. Jorgensen's technical
diagnosis, labeled “mild

e impairment,”
eventually leads to demen-
tia in 70 percent of aflicted
patients.

“T'm hoping I'm one of the
30 percent (who doesnt
become affected by demen-
tia),” she said.

The Jorgensens, who have
been married for 53 years,
had three children - Timo-
thy, Ann 2nd James. James
died, but the Jorgensens
wamedtopmerveMu.lot
gensen’s past for their

children and two
Andrew and

“It's a way of preserving
oral history of people’s
memories so they dont get
lost.'shemd.

The Jorgensens leamned
bout the StoryCorps proj-
ect after seeing an article in
the newspaper about a local

some cur-
tains 10 a friend, she forgot
the name of the design on
the material.

ble remembering things
loger(hanafewminme&’

e was also concerned
when, about .two to three
years ago, after 2 minor traf-
fic accident, she was unable
10 give police important
information.

memory loss increases pre-
cipitously,” Mr. Jorgensen
added.

“Fortunately, I'm a lot bet-

Under *family and grow-
ing up,” one question asks -
“You have a photo on your
living room table — what is
the story behind it?*

“We only ever had one
formal photo taken of my
family” Mrs. |
replied. I found it after my
father died. It's very pre-
Cious 1o me.”

Under the same topic, the
questionnaire continues:

“You survived WWIL What

about WWII was my father
was drafted and | was told
not to cry when we saw him
off on the train,” Mrs. Jor-
gensen said.

Other questions and
answers detail the hardships
of gxow[ng up in WWII

Find!y & a message to
her lifdlong mate, the ques-
tionnaire offers up the
opportunity for patients to
express their feelings.

*1d like to tell you what
You mean to me. May ™

Mrs. Jorgensen says this
about her relationship with
her husband:

“You mean everything to
me, and not just because
you are slways fixing things.
I know that I can count on
you .., You comfort me
when I am sad. You make
me laugh. Sometimes, we
hold hands for no reason ...
You are my rock. I Jove you
more than anything.”

project.

“It’s important,” she said,
looking at her husband.

As part of the project, the

StoryCorps  excerpts
a.bomonoea\wekmesm-



